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their long Attendance, with good Places, freely, when they
fell into his Power. Which was the Cause, that so many
young Gentlemen, of Bloud, and Quality, sought to list
themselves, in his Retinew. And if he were abused, by
any of them, in their Places ; It was onely the ETTOUT of
the Goodnesse of his Nature ; But the Badges of their
Indiscretions, and Intemperances.

12.

BEN    JONSON.

Born 1573.    Died 1637.

By CLARENDON.

Ben Johnsons name can never be forgotten, havinge by 12
his very good learninge, and the severity of his nature, and
manners, very much reformed the Stage and indeede the
English poetry it selfe; his naturall advantages were
judgement to order and governe fancy, rather then excesse
of fancy, his productions beinge slow and upon delibera-
tion, yett then aboundinge with greate witt and fancy,
and will lyve accordingly, and surely as he did exceedingly
exalte the English language, in eloquence, propriety, and 20
masculyne exspressions, so he was the best judge of, and
fittest to prescribe rules to poetry and poetts, of any man
who had lyved with or before him, or since, if Mr Cowly
had not made a flight beyounde all men, with that modesty
yett to own much of his to the example and learninge of
Ben. Johnson : His conversation was very good and with